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Introduction

About the project

The development of a biodiversity strategy, or Nature Plan, is an action in the Moreland Open Space
Strategy 2011-2021 and funded in the 2019-20 financial year.

The Moreland Nature Plan will provide strategic direction to enhance biodiversity and celebrate
nature in our City.

Prior to developing the Plan, initial thoughts, suggestions and ideas were sought from the
community and key stakeholders for consideration in the Plan. A draft of the plan will also be
circulated back to community prior to confirming a Final Plan.

Methodology

Community engagement for the draft Nature Plan was launched through an initial phase on
Council’'s new engagement platform ‘Conversations Moreland’ in October 2019. It was advertised
on the website, through social media and through Council environmental connections such as
Friends Groups. Between October 2019 and December 2019, people were asked to respond to the
question ‘How would you like to see the natural landscape improve in Moreland over the next 10
years?'.

This initial round of consultation also included conservations with key stakeholders such as
members of the Friends of Moonee Ponds and Merri Creeks and Upfield Urban Forest Group.
Interviewees were asked:

1. What does nature in Moreland mean to you and why do you feel it is important?

2. How does your group assist with improving Nature in Moreland?

3. What are some things you think Council is doing well to support Nature in Moreland?
4. What can Council do more of to support biodiversity/your group?

Participation
107 submissions were received through Conversations Moreland webpage.
7 interviews (8 people) were held from a representative of key stakeholder groups including:

e Upfield Urban Forest

e Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek

e Friends of Merri Creek

Gardens for Wildlife in Moreland (facebook group)
Friends of Edward/Talbot Street

Brunswick Communities for Nature

Brunswick Bird Obervators



Findings

Conversations Moreland website.

Responses to the question posed on the Conversations
Moreland website ‘How would you like to see the natural
landscape improve in Moreland over the next 10 years?’
are summarised into the key themes below. A full list
of responses is attached in the Appendix.

. Protect existing vegetation (especially trees and
remnant) and plant more large canopy trees
. Continue revegetation programs with

indigenous plants, particularly along waterways,
and improve maintenance

° Strong interest in support for nature-strip
planting

° Plant more wildlife and insect attracting plants —
dense, diverse understorey planting

° Retain water in the landscape — wetlands, creek
naturalisation and other Water Sensitive Urban
Design

. Cat management

° Interest in fruit trees and other edibles in open
space

. Work with Traditional landowners.

Stakeholder interviews

A summary of the discussions and ideas raised during
the stakeholder interviews is provided below.
More detail available in the Appendix.

1. What does nature in Moreland mean to you
and why do you feel it is important?

Nature in Moreland is an opportunity. Being an
urban environment, there is much potential for
Moreland to be greener and support greater
density. Nature in the city is important for:

e |ntrinsic value

Nature has a right to continue to exist. Risk of loss
of species. Expansion of Melbourne affects
movement and habitat for animals, we need to
have places for birds and animals to live and
corridors to move across the city.




e Health and wellbeing values

Ecosystem services — shade, moderating temperatures,
clean air, urban heat island, pollination

Important to connect people to nature — the Australian
landscape, birds and animals — for health and wellbeing.
Good evidence connection for physical and mental
health, particularly as Melbourne becomes more urban.

Increased amenity — places to be outside and away from
cars, cool areas, ride bikes, take family

2. How does your group assist with improving
Nature in Moreland?

e Planting, weeding and environmental restorations
along waterways and streets

e Bird surverys

e Watchdog — advocate for better outcomes for the
creek from development etc.

e Employs qualified restoration workers
e Undertakes education activities such as Waterwatch.
e Greening wildlife corridors

e Greening transport corridors - Creating an enjoyable
space for all to enjoy, shade for paths

e Participated in projects, grant applications, local and
state government plans to improve environmental
values

e Demonstrate to community the value of spaces for
trees, undergrowth for small birds and insects, need
that diversity of full ecosystem to keep in healthy.

e Engaging community and helping people to more
connected in the local
community/environment/connection to country.

e Artinstallations and creative activities to raise
awareness about local bird species - Joyful activities
with a message.
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3. What are some things you think Council is doing
well to support Nature in Moreland?

Many responders showed general support for Councils
current programs and recognition that Councillors,
leaders and staff have a good understanding of the
importance of tree canopy and nature in Moreland.
Some key positives identified include:




Supports for Merri Creek Management Committee and
Chain of Ponds Collaboration

Purchasing land along the creek to protect from
development and retain open space, wider recreation
and habitat

Number of policies and strategies for increased tree
canopy in Moreland such as Urban Forest Strategy and
Urban Heat Island Policy. Increased large canopy tree
planting as a result.

Support for community greening programs - plants,
mulch, active assistance with expertise (volunteering
time).

Liaison with State Government agencies, such as
VicTrack land to legitimise work along Upfield Corridor

Sustainable gardening booklet — great resource for
community.

Basic framework for street groups to set up .

What can Council do more of to support
biodiversity/your group?

Many recommended more of the same
support/programs continue into the future.

More east west planting — pleasant corridors for people
to walk along and connect the two creeks

Gardens for Wildlife — a Moreland chapter encouraging
people to plant wildlife garden. Botanical
demonstration garden in Brunwick/Moreland.

Nature education and appreciation programs eg nature
stewards, bird books

More protection for vegetation in the private realm —
protect tree canopy

Strengthen the planning scheme to protects the value
(amenity and environmental) of open space.

Expand natural landscape - increase in quantity and
quality of open space through land acquisition and
enhancement works (biodiversity/habitat/
planting/sustainability/amenity improvements).

Reintroducing waterways and recycling water

Legislation and policies to make that happen.

Place more value on importance of habitat corridors and strengthen through more understorey
planting. Improve maintenance programs to support success and reduce vandalism

Street planting and parks particularly close to creeks should be locally indigenous or at least
native to extend habitat

Better coordination between council units to avoid damage to plantings eg. Naturestrip plantings






Appendix

Raw feedback received via Conversations Moreland community engagement platform

https://conversations.moreland.vic.gov.au/nature-plan
> How would you like to see the natural landscape improve in Moreland over the next 10 years?

2 More wildlife and insect attracting plants, including in private yards and on verges where residents can care for them &amp; public food growing

4 Moonee Ponds Creek rehabilitations - litter traps, removal of concrete, weed control and indigenous planting. Street scapes/urban planning

6 More trees and shrubs, particularly indigenous to the area.

8 As a renter, I'm interested in how the Council can work with non-home owners to plant wildlife corridors in their nature strips and gardens.

10 More habitat creation for animals, community food production areas and more planting to create a cooler Moreland

12 Retain more water in the landscape! Napier park is a fabulous example. Next: Fraser and Shiels Reserves. Long term: Daylight Melville Creek.

14 Plant more understory local indigenous plants to ease mowing and spraying. Work more closely with Wurundjeri to have a closer relationship.

. Keep already established trees.
16 | Consider using funding to purchase more indigenous plants and have volunteers plant to save costs?

18 | live in an apartment, so my access to landscape is through the Pentridge Community Garden. I'd love for them to be given a permanent site.

20 Would love to see more native plants out on nature strips. Or have an option for residents to purchase at low cost native plants

~ |


https://conversations.moreland.vic.gov.au/nature-plan

. Cat management to protect wildlife
ndigenous plants in streets, parks, wetlands and waterways
22  School biodiversity involvement

24  Create Planning Laws that value habitat * Ensure Council plantings are indigenous * Encourage residents to support wildlife in their gardens



Turn car parking into green space. No matter how few, dig them up and plant trees
50 : Get rid of asphalt and concrete wherever possible?

52 .| Make nature strips swales so water is retained for street trees. Have understory native plants in parks, not grass. Keep established trees

56 | There is so much concrete in Moreland. Can we put more trees/flower bed s(for bees) in residential/commerce streets as well?

58 | hoping this no longer applies, but the use of pesticides, namely roundup/glyphosate needs to cease.

74  Retain the trees in Gandolfo Gardens! Don&rsquo;t allow the Level Crossing Removal Program destroy them for skyrail!

76 . Care for Street garden beds, Brunswick West. Locals need mulch and plants to improve these sad beds. Happy to help organise a team.

78  All verges should have at least 1 native tree &amp; at least 2 native shrubs suitable for the native birds that use Merri &amp; Moonee Ponds Creek




80 : Get VicTrack to plant native ground covers on all their land in Moreland to help native birds. VicTrack can still drive their vehicles on it

106 | Add taps & bowls to all water fountains in parks. Bowls support wildlife; taps support residents in watering saplings during heatwaves.
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